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Ball Aerospace Ships ICESat to Vandenberg Air Force Base
PRNewswire
BOULDER, Colo.

Following completion of mechanical and electrical integration, Ball Aerospace & Technologies Corp. shipped the
Ice, Cloud, and Land Elevation Satellite (ICESat) to NASA at Vandenberg Air Force Base, Calif., Oct. 22 in
preparation for a winter launch.

Ball Aerospace built the ICESat spacecraft bus, based on its BCP 2000, also used for the QuikSCAT mission. The
BCP 2000, assembled in Boulder, has demonstrated its exceptional capabilities in attitude control accuracy,
real-time attitude knowledge precision and spacecraft jitter control.

ICESat is designed to detect the height of the Earth's polar ice masses, and from this determine changes in the
amount of water stored in the polar deep freeze. These changes are major factors in global sea level change
and understanding them is key to predicting future changes in the Earth's climate.

The payload consists of the Geoscience Laser Altimeter System (GLAS), and a precision on-board GPS. GLAS, a
next-generation space-lidar, was designed and built at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center.

"The ICESat team is delighted that testing has confirmed ICESat is ready for the pre-launch process," said Zubin
Emsley, ICESat program manager. "The ICESat mission is unique because its laser altimeter will soon be
measuring the changes in ice thickness over millions of locations in both Greenland and Antarctica. The data
collected will establish a baseline on ice balance and help determine if greenhouse warming is becoming more
significant."

Ball Aerospace was awarded the contract for ICESat under NASA's Rapid Spacecraft Development program.
ICESat's operations following launch will be handled under a Ball Aerospace subcontract to the University of
Colorado's Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics.

Image available at: http://www.ball.com/aerospace/media/images/icesat.html

Ball Aerospace & Technologies Corp. provides imaging and communications products for commercial and
government customers worldwide and is a subsidiary of Ball Corporation , a Fortune 500 company which had
sales of $3.7 billion in 2001.

Forward-Looking Statements:

The information in this news release contains "forward-looking" statements. Actual results or outcomes may
differ materially from those expressed or implied. As time passes, the relevance and accuracy of forward-looking
statements contained in this release may change. The Company currently does not intend to update any
particular forward-looking statement except, as it deems necessary at quarterly or annual release of earnings.
Please refer to the Form 10-Q filed by Ball Corporation on August 14, 2002, for a summary of key risk factors
that could affect actual results or outcomes. Factors that might affect the Packaging segment or business of the
Company are: fluctuation in consumer and customer demand; competitive packaging material availability,
pricing and substitution; the weather; vegetable and fishing yields; company and industry productive capacity
and competitive activity; lack of productivity improvement or production cost reductions; regulatory action or
laws, such as recycling or mandatory deposit laws; availability and cost of raw materials, energy and
transportation; the ability or inability to pass on to customers changes in these costs, particularly resin, steel
and aluminum; pricing and ability or inability to sell scrap; and international business risks (including foreign
exchange rates) particularly in developing countries such as China and Brazil. Factors that may affect the
Aerospace segment or business are: funding, authorization, and availability of government contracts; and
technical uncertainty associated with Aerospace segment contracts. Factors that could affect the Company as a
whole include those listed plus: successful and unsuccessful acquisitions, joint ventures or divestitures and the
integration activities associated therewith; the inability to purchase the Company's common stock; regulatory
action or laws including those related to corporate governance and financial reporting, regulations and
standards, business consolidation investment costs and the net realizable value of assets associated with the
Company's activities; goodwill impairment; changes in generally accepted accounting principles or their
interpretation; litigation, including intellectual property and antitrust; strikes; boycotts; interest rates and level
of company debt; terrorist activities, war or catastrophic events; and U.S. and foreign economic conditions.
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